
Hollis Primary School January 21, 2022

From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
Thank you to all the families that have supported the 
PTA’s popcorn fundraiser!  There is still time to help 
support our students.  Here is the link: 
https://popup.doublegood.com/s/3di87fa5 

A reminder that the mask mandate has been extended until 
Friday, January 28th.  Mr. Corey will notify families of any 
status change on Thursday, January 27.  Any change will go 
into effect on Monday, January 31.
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Important Dates:

February 21st - 25th - Read 
Across America Week! 
February 23rd - HAT DAY! 
February 28th - March 4th - 
Winter Vacation 

Building Update: 

We are excited to have a new 
custodian team member who 
started this week!  He will be 
working the afternoon and 
evening shift to help with our 
building.   

Safety Update: 

The mask mandate will be in 
effect until January 28th.

We appreciate your 
communication with us 
regarding your child and any 
concerns.  Please continue to 
let us know if you have 
questions or concerns 
regarding COVID results.   
Thank you!

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: myhps.org 

http://myhps.org
http://myhps.org
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Our second round of Aimsweb testing will be completed by the end of today.  Our staff 
will be looking at the data, alongside classroom data, to look for trends and individual 
needs that will help to make adjustments to support student growth.  
  
Please make sure your child is well dressed for the outdoors and everything is LABELED!   In 
order for students to play in the snow they must have; boots, winter pants, jacket, mittens.  The 
kiddos love to play in the snow so be sure to come prepared!  

2022 - 2023 Kindergarten Registration is OPEN:  Please go to myhps.org and click on 
Kindergarten Registration under Find it Fast.  It will give you all the forms and 
directions.   

HOLLIS PTA INFORMATION: Website address: 603hepta.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/603HEPTA/?ref=bookmarks
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HollisHawks?lang=en

Another Hat Day is on it’s way!  Reserve the date for February 23rd to wear a hat to school…
all to help Officer Kush raise money for Special Olympics! 
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The Learning Commons  - JANUARY 
Team: Mrs. Proulx, Mrs. Peterson and Mrs. Currier 

The Learning Commons is full of excitement as we continue to learn the game of chess this 
month! As part of our ”Chess Story” students will be introduced to the rest of the “characters” : the 
queen, followed by the king, the pawns and the knight. 

After learning about each piece, students transfer their new knowledge in a variety of ways 
differentiated by grade level, including mini-games. Mini-games are set up specifically for students to use 
their beginning chess skills focusing only on the pieces they know. We will add each new piece to the 
board after its introduction. Students start by “reading the board” to understand the set-up, and then 
develop strategies to find ways to capture the opponent’s pieces while protecting their own.

This month we are also introducing the concept of each chess piece having a point value. The 
queen is worth 9 points, the rook 5, the bishop 3, the knight 3 and the pawn 1. Students will be taught to 
use point values while playing in order to evaluate strategic moves and captures. It also serves as another 
great way to connect learning chess to classroom curriculum.

Some of this month’s Chess Word Wall words will be: queen, king, pawn, knight, value, read the 
board.

                   

Art -JANUARY
Lindsey O’Brien 

Happy New Year HPS! With one trimester under our belt the students will be going through their 
portfolio this week. They are selecting one piece of art to be put on display for the end of year art show. 
Then they will be taking their remaining pieces home in a portfolio. Please keep an eye out for their 
work. 

Weaving: Second and third graders will be weaving in a month. As I prepare looms for them I’m 
reaching out to see if anyone has any old yarn they no longer want or need to donate. I’m always trying to 
replenish our stock. If you are cleaning and notice you have an abundance you no longer want/need please 
send it in. It will be greatly appreciated. 
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Music - JANUARY 
Carrie Cormier 

All grades are starting music in January with the song “We’ve Got the Whole World in our 
Hands”! It’s a fun, catchy, upbeat, song with a message of empowerment and hope! We will discuss what 
“other” meanings the song has besides the literal meaning of the lyrics. Kids are so insightful and 
thoughtful in these activities! We will also be using xylophones and drums to play accompaniment parts to 
this song once we have learned it well. If you’d like to listen to “We’ve got the Whole World” as a family, 
here is the link: http://www.viewpure.com/ODftYTD3Rbs?start=0&end=0

I anticipate 3rd graders beginning recorders this month. Just a few details need to be ironed out 
and then I will send information out to parents. Brand new recorders will be provided to every student in 
third grade, parents do not need to purchase anything. This is an incredibly exciting unit for the kids and 
for me! I can’t wait to begin with them!

Math - JANUARY 
Susan Giles and Mel White 

Telling time is more than just a math skill; it’s a life skill.  While students do learn about time in 
math, it is in the real life application that the concept becomes solid.  Help your child by having an analog 
clock at home and frequently ask them to tell you what time it is.  An analog clock is also a math tool that 
reinforces counting by 5s, relates to fractions with quarters, halves, three-quarters and whole, and 
reinforces the important counting pattern of 15, 30, 45, 60.  Going somewhere?  Estimate with your child 
how long the trip will take and then figure out what time you’ll get there.  All these tips will be time well 
spent:)

Literacy - JANUARY 
Heather Nelson and Sandy Van Sciver 

“Reading Strategies” is a catchphrase that we in education use to talk about the work of reading. 
Good readers have a wide variety of reading strategies that they can use to decode new words and 
comprehend what they are reading.  A proficient reader is able to use these strategies flexibly. When you 
are reading with your child at home and they “get stuck," encourage them to look carefully at the word 
and apply phonics rules.  They can look at the pictures, think about the story, and reread the sentence to 
monitor their decoding of new words.  If they try a strategy, and are still unable to solve the word then tell 
your child the word, and point out any spelling patterns in the word that may help your child when they 
come to it in the future. 
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Environmental Science - JANUARY 
Tara Happy 

The start of a new year is the perfect time for us to begin with some new habits that will help us 
take care of our environment better! …And there are SO many ways we can do this!  We will begin to 
discuss the many “R’s” of recycling:  Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Repair, and Repurpose.  My 
challenge to every student will be to work on one little thing to help out our earth.  As we know, little 
things add up!  Speaking of adding up …we have composted over 400 pounds of food scraps and saved 
them from ending up in the garbage!

In January all of the students will also be starting some recycling projects.  First grade and 
kindergarten will work on recycling old, broken crayons and dried up markers and older students will start 
to create plarn weaving plastic bag sleeping pads to donate to those in need.  We will have many chances 
to repurpose and talk about our classroom recycling here at school.  

…And of course we are still heading outside for lots of winter fun and learning!  I’m hopeful that 
we will have lots of snow this month so we can enjoy snowshoeing, animal tracking, and examining 
snowflakes up close!  Our HPS forest now feels like a totally different place compared to the summer and 
fall.  This is one of the benefits of living in a place with four very different seasons and we are going to do 
our best to appreciate every season for what it has to offer!

If you’d like to see more of what we have been up to during our environmental science classes 
please check out our environmental science website/blog.  Here is the link or you can access it through 
the HPS website.  https://hpsenvironmentalscience.edublogs.org/

Wellness - JANUARY 
Lee Walsh, Amy St. Hilaire, Ellen Lencsak 

It’s time for new beginnings and new opportunities to learn, grow, and explore.  We’re working to 
make positive changes to build strong relationships with family, friends, and community so we can be 
happy and healthy - physically, socially, emotionally, and academically. 
Happy New Year!

Dave Olszewski - JANUARY 

Kindergarten and First grade students continue to spend time getting used to the gym as a moving 
and learning space and how to use the space in a variety of movement experiences... They experience tag 
games for their locomotion and body skills over various body parts for body awareness and skill. In 
December, we are going to progress to bean bag skills as they relate to sending at a target and catching 
and receiving in partnerships individually and in class activities. These 2 grade levels will also be 
progressing to volley tapping with balloons and light balls using their hands, arms and paddles.

Second and Third Grades  will be continuing their volleying skills and games units by practicing 
and playing activities related to volleyball, handball, hand tennis  and paddle games. Objects we will be 
using for volley play are beach balls, light plastic balls and balloons. The object of these units is for kids to  
continue to volley more often so they can experience greater success in volleying games.
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Save The Date 

NH DHHS Mobile COVID19 Vaccine Clinic  

Brookline NH 

Sunday January 23rd - 9am to 4pm 

No registration needed, but arrivals based on first letter of last name: 

“A” thru “M” – from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

“N” thru “Z” – from 12:30pm to 4:00 pm 

 

• Primary Doses for Ages 18+: Pfizer (2-doses), Moderna (2-doses), and J&J (1-dose) 
 

• Primary Doses for Ages 5 – 17: Pfizer (2-doses) 
 

• 3rd Doses for Pfizer and Moderna (these are indicated for persons who are moderately to 
severely immunocompromised) 

 

• Booster Doses for Pfizer, Moderna, and J&J 

 
Location: Captain Samuel Douglass Academy School Gym  -  24 Townsend Hill Road Brookline, NH  

Details:  https://www.brooklinenh.us/ 

Clinic is not a school sponsored event 

 

https://www.brooklinenh.us/
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